and well administering of justice, so are we like-
wise to consider in it the many princes with whom to his
we may have league, the places of trade, and
means to draw both soldiers and furniture thence Robert
in time of need. So on the other side, as in France
and Spain, we are principally to mark how they
stand towards us both in power and inclination;
so are they not without good and fitting use, even
in the generality of wisdom to be known. As in
France, the Courts of Parliament, their subaltern
jurisdidtion, and their continual keeping of paid
soldiers. In Spain, their good and grave proceed-
ings; their keeping so many provinces under
them; and by what manner, with the true points
of honour; wherein since they have the most
open conceit, if they seem over curious, it is an
easy matter to cut off when a man sees the bot-
tom. Flanders likewise, besides the neighbourhood
with us, and the annexed considerations there-
unto, hath divers things to be learned, especially
their governing their merchants and other trades. *
Also for Italy, we know not what we have, or can
have to do with them, but to buy their silks and
wines; and as for the other point, except Venice,
whose good laws and customs we can hardly
proportion to ourselves, because they are quite
of a contrary government; there is little there
but tyrannous oppression, and servile yielding to
them that have little or no right over them. And
for the men you shall have there, although in-
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